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EMPLOYMENT
2025-Present	Assistant Professor of Africana Studies, University of Notre Dame 
	Concurrent: Film, Television, and Theatre 
	Affiliate: Gender Studies; Health, Humanities and Society 

2024-2025	Postdoctoral Research Associate, University of Notre Dame 	

EDUCATION
2024 		PhD, Anthropology & Political Science, Johns Hopkins University
		Graduate Fellow, Center for Medical Humanities & Social Medicine   
2023		Visiting Research Scholar, History of Medicine, King’s College London  
2022		MA, Medical Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University 
2022		MA, Political Theory & Racial Politics, Johns Hopkins University 
2019		BA, Political Science, Social Theory, Film Studies, Trinity University
		Magna Cum Laude  

BOOKS
2027	Seth, Pyar. Scripted Death: Spectral Defects and Scenes of State Violence. NYU Press. 

SELECTED REFEREED PUBLICATIONS
2027	Seth, Pyar. “The Cartography of the Pulse: Haptic Geography and the Diasporic Intimacies of the Caribbean.” CENTRO.  

2026	Seth, Pyar. “Making a Black World Audible: D’Angelo and the Art of Closeness.” Southern Cultures.  

2026	Seth, Pyar. “The Diagnostic State: Police Discretion and the Securitization of HIV/AIDS in the United States.” Punishment & Society. 

2025	Seth, Pyar. “A Wayward Method: Zora Neale Hurston’s Critical Fabulation.” Transforming Anthropology. 33(2): pp. 98-108

2025	Seth, Pyar. “Wisdom Beats: To Stay Black in the South.” Southern Cultures. 31(2): pp. 118-127.

2024	Seth, Pyar. “Condensed Eulogies: On Biology, Brutality, and Blame.” Qualitative Inquiry. 32(1): pp. 87-90. 

2024	Seth, Pyar. “When We First Began: New Sonic Histories of Hip Hop.” Journal of Popular Music Studies. 36 (1): 18–22. 

2023	Seth, Pyar. “The First Time I Heard: Black Feminist Approaches to Hip Hop Methodologies.” Cultural Studies, Critical Methodologies. 23(5): pp. 427-436.  

BOOK CHAPTERS
2027	Seth, Pyar. “The Grammar of Seeing and Being Seen: Stuart Hall on the Coloniality of Black Pain. In Rethinking British Sociology: Postcolonial and Decolonial Transformations. Routledge.  
2026	Banks, Jasmine. “If You Know, You Know: Black Digital Culture and the Right to Opacity.” (with Eden Harrison & Pyar Seth). In Black Identities and Media. LSU Press. 

2025	Seth, Pyar. “Anti-Colonial Action Across the Black Atlantic.” (with Alexandre White). In Anti-Colonialism and Social Thought. Cambridge University Press.  

IN PROGRESS
Seth, Pyar. Markets for Souls: Necrofinance, Slavery, and the City of London. (with Alexandre White). Duke University Press. 

Seth, Pyar. “Creative Trust: The Rhythm of the Flow-State.” Lateral.

Seth, Pyar. “Policing as Diagnosis: The Anthropology of Carceral Medicine.” American Anthropologist.

Seth, Pyar. “Cinematic Bodies and the Limits of Diagnostic Optimism.” Journal of Medical Humanities. 

REVIEWS
2026	Review of RaShelle R. Peck, Nairobi Hip Hop Flow: Diasporic Blackness and Embodied Performance in the Underground. Journal of African American History. 

2024	Review of Langston Collins Wilkins, Welcome 2 Houston: Hip Hop Heritage in Hustle Town. Journal of Folklore Research Revies. 

AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND GRANTS
2024		Distinguished Alumni-in-Residence, Trinity University 
2024		Travel Award, Society for Medical Anthropology 
2023	Dissertation Award, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
2023	Latin America, Caribbean, and Latinx Studies Research Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University  
2023	Research Fellowship, National Science Foundation 
2022	Activation Award, Community Change Leadership Network
2021-2024	Black Beyond Data Graduate Fellowship, Mellon Foundation 
2021-2024	Health Policy Research Scholars Fellowship, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 	
2021-2024	Alexander Grass Humanities Institute Graduate Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University 
2021	Predoctoral Fellowship Honorable Mention, Ford Foundation 
2021	Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Research Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University 
2020-2024	Center for Medical Humanities and Social Medicine Graduate Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University 
2020-2021	Diversity Fellowship, American Political Science Association	
2020	Kelly Miller Graduate Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University 
2019 	Research Fellowship, Princeton University 
2019-2023	Teaching Fellowship, Norfolk State University  
2019	Ralph J. Bunche Fellowship, Duke University 
2019	Research Fellowship, University of Maryland, College Park 	

FEATURED DOCUMENTARIES
2025		Flow-State: A Creative’s Retreat. 

EXHIBITIONS
2023	Underwriting Souls: A Digital Archive on Insurance and the Slave Trade. 

2023	Uprising & Resistance: For the Africans Who Fought For Freedom On the Ships of the Middle Passage: A Creative Reintroduction. 

PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP
2023	Uprising & Resistance: For the Africans Who Fought For Freedom On the Ships of the Middle Passage. Ink Sweat & Tears Press. 

2021	“Nikki Giovanni on Rest, Love, and Care.” Public Books. 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
2026	Policing Black Life: Medicalization, Criminalization, and the Public Health of State Violence. American Historical Association. Chicago, IL. 

2025	Haunted Forensics: On Finding the Body Twice. American Anthropological Association. New Orleans, LA.

2025	Fanon’s Revolutionary Clinics and Anti-Colonial Models of Care, 1952-1965. Association for the Psychoanalysis of Culture and Society. Rutgers University. Newark, NJ.  

2025	When Black Death Circulates: Autopsies, Archives, and Algorithms. Association for the History of Medicine. Boston, MA.

2024	Atlantic Stories: The Body in Protest. American Anthropological Association. Tampa, FL. 

2024	Theories and Methods for Representing Violence in Social Science Research. Social Science History Association. Toronto, CAN. 

2023	Free from Particular Average by Insurrection: The Violence of Financialization. Social Science History Association. Washington D.C.

2023	The Science of Hurting: How Institutions Study Black Pain. Social Science History Association. Washington D.C.

2023	Venus and the Medical Archive. Social Science History Association. Washington D.C.

2023	Constructing Deadly Subjects: The Global Circulation of Excited Delirium. British Sociological Association. Manchester, UK. 

2023	Slavery and Speculation: Underwriting the Middle Passage. British Sociological Association. Manchester, UK. 

2022	Absent Categories of Racial Difference in Health Records. Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Sciences. Minneapolis, MN. 

2022	Premiums of Fear: Insurance and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. American Sociological Association. Los Angeles, CA. 

2021	Wayward Methods: Social Death, Fiction, and the Limits of Ethnographic Practice. American Anthropological Association. Baltimore, MD. 

2021	To Close an Eye: Toni Morrison on Rest, Death, and Marronage. American Anthropological Association. Baltimore, MD. 

2020	Radical Insurgencies: Abolition, Policing, and Black Political Thought. American Political Science Association. San Juan, PR. 

2019	Black Political Thought and the Liberal-Conservative Continuum. American Political Science Association. Washington D.C. 

INVITED LECTURES
2026	Department of Sociology, Johns Hopkins University 
2025	Department of Sociology, Binghamton University
2025	Digital Studies Institute, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
2025	Department of Anthropology, University of Washington, Seattle
2025	Political Studies Workshop, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor  
2024	Department of History, Trinity University 
2024	Department of Community Health and Policy, Morgan State University 
2024	Department of Africana Studies, University of North Carolina, Charlotte
2023	Program in Latin America, Caribbean, and Latinx Studies, Johns Hopkins University 
2023	Underwriters of Lloyd’s of London  
2023	Reilly Center for Science, Technology, and Values, University of Notre Dame
2022	Centre on the Dynamics of Race and Ethnicity, University of Manchester  
2022	Department of English, Fordham University 
2021	Center for the Study of Slavery and Justice, Brown University 
2021	Center for Medical Humanities and Social Medicine, Johns Hopkins University 
 
RESEARCH AFFILIATIONS
2025-Present	Program in Hip Hop and R&B, Loyola University New Orleans
2023-2024	Centre for the Humanities and Health, King’s College London 
2021-Present	LifexCode/Department of History, Johns Hopkins University
2020-2021	Health Equity Initiative, The Greenlining Institute
2019-2025	Paul Robeson Research Center, University of Central Florida 
2019		Center for African American Public Policy, Norfolk State University 

SERVICE
2026		Reviewer, Transforming Anthropology
2025-Present	Faculty Advisor, Black Pre-Medical Society, University of Notre Dame 	
2025		Graduate Mentor, American Association for the History of Medicine 
2025		Reviewer, Southern Cultures 
2025		Reviewer, City, Culture, and Society
2025		Reviewer, International Journal of Qualitative Methods
2025		Reviewer, American Quarterly

RESEARCH SPHERE 
Arts in Health 
Computational Humanities 
Historical and Medical Anthropology 
Postcolonial Theory 
Sound Studies 

DESIGNATED EMPHASES
Actuarialism 
Embodiment 
Policing 
Racial Violence 
Subject Formation 
TEACHING
	Documentary Poetics 
	Hip Hop Public Health 
	Love Yourz
	The Carceral State on Screen 
	When Africana Studies Meets Public Health 

